Spatial relations in Northern Pwo Karen
AL 607 Semantics-Assignment 3
The data set in this problem illustrates the expression of Northern Pwo Karen spatial relations.
Examine the data carefully and then answer the questions that follow using your knowledge of

spatial relations from the Space lectures and readings and the semantic properties of entities
from the Entities lectures and readings. This assignment is due on Tuesday, September 18.

(1) Folktale 4.7'

4] i ?dxi 22=mé sd’wai’ ¢ li p"o
3.sus go seek 3.ross=wife enthusiastically for.sure at person
2a=uye Yol

3.ross=village yonder
‘He went looking for his wife enthusiastically at the people’s village yonder.’

Coincidence

(2) Folktale 54.65
Po=wé late’ p"idé k'u sé kra
3.erc fall floor head sound sound.of.falling
‘He fell onto the floor “thump!”’

(3) Folktale 53.42

20 wéde mi® k'u m ¢’ thH  kré
exist 3.aBs sand head wwmizy, shout thing sound.of.shouting
kré kré kré

sound.of.shouting sound.of.shouting sound.of.shouting
‘He (Jogi) was on the sand shouting, “Kre kre kre kre!””

(4) Folktale 1.61a
h,

%) ndi wéde w5 p% tha kasi  k'u
3.sups forge 3.ass finish jump ascend horse head
‘After he forged it (whip), he (monk) jumped up on the horse.’

(5) Folktale 55.40

kotc"gjwé tedi’ wé  tgo= mo pé thd t"s=bd p'lo
God say 3.ass Lnom m®r lean ascend yellow.robe termite.hill
2o=k"

3.ross =head
‘God told him, “I will lean the yellow robe on the termite hill.”

'The source of an example is listed after the example number. Also, the following abbreviations were
used for the English glossing within the examples: 1 =first person; 2 =second person; 3 = third person;
ABs = absolutive; Acc=accusative; c.=numeral classifier; empn = emphasis; rr =irrealis; Nec =negation;
NMLZ =nominalizer; NoM =nominative; Poss = possessive; suBJ = subject.



Interiority

(6)

@)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

February 11, 2009.5

jep'u k™ b5 20 Ui pdle p"d
fish two cF exist at sea inside
‘These two fish live in the sea.’

Folktale 8.158

us) 0 7aki wé Ui p" ptda b= pho’
finish 3.sussy keep 3.aBs at bamboo.tube inside one cir
‘Then, (she) put it (fish fat) away in a bamboo tube.’

Folktale 3.149

us b 0 te'wild wéde Wi k"i phd

finish 3.suss put.in 3.aBs at boat inside

‘Then (he) put it (watermelon in a pot) inside the boat.’

Folktale 1.89

) lat'e’ Ui k"o p"a
3.sus fall at mat inside
‘(The necklace) fell onto a mat.’

February 9, 2009.4
@ lai’ p"d

at paper inside
‘inside the book’

Folktale 23.12

me’  P=pt mi b wé no k'wé  kMisii
beyewe 3.Poss=younger.sibling female one cr.human wmizg, look.at hide
wé de lii 2?2 =tgiino tehdu’ phd

3.a8s at 3.ross=index.finger gap inside
‘As for her younger sister, (she) peered stealthily through the gaps in her fingers.’

March 11, 2009.2

tga= jo xwai’ @ i t"adé phd
lLnom throw away 3.o8; at small.container inside

“I threw (milk carton) away in the (garbage) container.”



(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

Folktale 16.45
2o =mé Po=wd no B 2 wé 2=t% ®  plw’ xwai’
3.poss =wife picture w~mizg, wind blow 3.ass 3.ross=thing 3.suss fling away
lat"e’ Ui kasdmd 2o=weé p'd
fall at rich.man city inside
‘Concerning his wife's picture, the wind blew it away and it fell inside the king’s

city.’

Folktale 9.19

teai k'i’si wéde Ui tta=¢¢ p'd
walk hide 3.aBs at forest inside
‘He went and hid in the forest.’

Folktale 1.65

i xd 20 wéde Wi tha=tgi klé no
go cross exist 3.ass at thorn middle NmLzg,,,

‘(He) crossed and went in among the thorns.’

Folktale 13.29

I i © lisé kI we klé

go go 3.susy at tree middle bamboo middle

‘They walked and walked among the trees and the bamboo.’

Folktale 19.61

w 0 i k' la wé  Po=t"3 lii tha=k"ai’ klé
finish 3.sus; go dig descend 3.aBs 3.ross=tree at thing=be.dark middle
‘After that, she placed her poles in the darkness.’

Folktale 4.112

P=wé p'’ Wi p"lo 22=po ptd
3.er¢  fling at person 3.ross=cr.heap inside
‘She flung him into a group of people.’

Folktale 41.23

2o =t'1li p"ak"ai no ) lajwé be Ui p"idodé 2a=klé
3.ross=water.gourd ~mirz,, 3.suBs flow.down hit at giant  3.ross=middle
‘Her water gourd flowed down to the middle of the giants.’

Folktale 54.67

pll6 20 b weé dy’ some 20 Wi 2o=thikl5  p"d
person exist one cr.village another crocodile exist at 3.ross=river inside

‘In another village, there was a crocodile in the river.’



(21) Folktale 52.127
pll6  nwé mi wé la ralitt p% 1l thi kl¢
person seven cir come descend bathe jump descend water middle
‘Seven girls came down to bathe and jumped down into the water, splash!’

(22) February 5, 2009.23

tcai ta=tg"d klé
walk rain middle

walk in the rain

Exteriority

(23) Folktale 16.205
[} ?dki i wé x> no
3.suss keep at city outside nmLzy,,
‘(They) kept (it) outside the city.’

(24) Folktale 8.149
w) 0 li wé x3
finish go 3.suss at village outside
‘Then he went to the outskirts (edge) of the village.’

(25) February 23, 2009.5

tco  lauw’ 20 tha=k"5
l.Lvom vehicle exist outside

‘My car is outside.’

Inferiority

(26) February 9, 2009.6
li lai’ ptdla’
at paper under
‘under the book’

(27) February 9, 2009.5
li lai’ tg"éla’
at paper under
‘under the book’

(28) February 11, 2009.8
s¢ 20 i th?s pila’
tree exist at cloud under
‘The trees are below the clouds.’



(29) February 5, 2009.16
20 i div’ tehéla’
exist at house under
‘is underneath the house’

(30) No Notebook.5
bau’ te"éla’
church.building under

‘church’s lower floor or under the church auditorium’

Superiority

(31) February 11, 2009.6
tu ji Ui jepu 22=p"dk'u
bird fly at fish 3.ross=above
‘The birds fly above the fish.’

(32)
dauw’ te"ék"u
house above

‘above the house’

Anteriority

(33) March 9, 2009.9
mited’'mrs 20  pa?i’mj me’ jé
MiiJaMrang exist Pa Ut Mong face front
‘Mii Ja Mrang is in front of Pa Ut Mong.’

(34) February 5.14
20 Wi daw me’ jé
exist at house face front
‘is in front of the house’

(35) February 5.15
20 Wi dauw’ me’ssphd
exist at house face.fruit.inside

‘is in front of the house (me’ s¢ p"d ‘lit. (face + fruit=eye) + inside’.



Posteriority

(36) Folktale7.13

(37)

(38)

(39)

to= U pn5 xwa’ =4 Wi daw k"6 ?a
lLnom go reject away 3.acc at house back yonder
“I went and discarded it behind the house yonder.”

Folktale 19.93

na katcotomila’ no 20 Ui p"dsk"é 2a=we k"6
Ms. Kangcothoemungla wwmiz,, exist at giant 3.ross=city back
‘Ms. Kangcothoemungla lived behind the giant’s city.’

Folktale 10.56

Po=wé de tg"du’ thd wi li bdsa?u ?a=lak"di R

3.ERG ignite ascend thatching.grass at tiger  3.ross=place.back finish
p a4 wé de

jump descend 3.aBs
‘After igniting the thatching grass behind the tiger, he jumped down.’

Folktale 14.229

Po=siwéde i Ui tedp"uxwi 20 = lak"di

1.pL.NOM go at male.orphan 3.ross=place.back

‘They went together (lit. They followed behind the orphan’s back.)’

Laterality

(40)

(41)

(42)

Folktale 38.55
li ?o=xai’ ktu  d3’ kri sé i xai’ p'¢ d5’
at 3.ross=field head another “sound” sound at field side another

‘There was another sound at the top of the field and another sound beside the field.’

February 5.21

20 xalo’sd’
exist abreast

‘exist abreast of each other’

February 5, 2009 .20
20 i dduw bau’'tehd
exist at house between

‘exist between the houses’



(43) No Notebook.58

Wy tea=le i Ui klé tei tei lb ph¢
finish ~miz,, l.ross=leaf go at way arm:hand left one side

‘THAT

‘Then, my leaf went to the left hand side of the path.’

Questions

1.

2.

Describe the structure of the N. Pwo Karen locational phrase, following the guidelines
for describing data sets covered in the August writing session.

In a coincidence relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects
(figure) and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)?

In an interiority relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects
(figure) and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)? What is
the meaning difference between p"d and kI¢ ?

In an exteriority relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects
(figure) and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)? Also, what
is your hypothesis concerning the meaning difference between t"2 =x5 and t" =k"15 ?
In an inferiority relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects
(figure) and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)? What is
your hypothesis concerning the meaning difference between p"éla’ and t¢"éla’ ?

In a superiority relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects (figure)
and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)? What is your
hypothesis concerning the meaning difference between p"dk"u and t¢"ék"u ?

In an anteriority relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects
(figure) and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)? What is
your hypothesis concerning the meaning differences between me’ jé and me’sep"a?

In a posteriority relation, what are the semantic properties of the located objects
(figure) and what are the semantic properties of reference objects (ground)? What is
your hypothesis concerning the meaning difference between k"di and k"5 ?

What is the difference in the meanings of the forms used to express a laterality spatial
relation?



